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INTRODUCTION. 


2 dp Editor will make no apology for attempt- 
ing to spread this plain Tract on family re- 
Jigion. Let those who believe their bibles gainsay 
It if they can—if they cannot, they must account 
for disregarding it. 

Religion is not, at present, so much in danger 
from persecution as flattery—hence a universal 
relaxation amongst its professors. Hence ſew 
have zeal enough to support the most important 
parts of family religion with seriousness and 
constancy. . LEY | 

Regular morning and evening prayer, with a 
perusal of the scriptures, are far from heing general, 

Fewer still enter upon the laborious work of 
instrycting and catechising. 

It is not owing to this that the children of many 
religious parents differ very little from others? 

God justly witholds that obedience and affection, 
authority, properly used, usually obtains. 1 

Children and servants break through slight re- 
straints, and rush into a career of iniquity : parents, 
too late, regret their want of early discipline and 


*M instruction. 


Hath not this been a principal source of the 
infidelity and prophaneness of the day? 
Members of religious families have only known 
enough of religion to hate and despise It: their 
guardians lost their opportunity of acquainting 
with its principles, so as to leave that information 


* 


piety would efface. 


in their judgment that no misre presentations of 


AN 
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ADDRESS: 

TS SES 
HEADS OF FAMILIES: 


ese 


HESE reſlections in the introduction naturally eonnect 
themſelves with addreſſing the heads of families, in 
the language of the author, To them he ſays, | 
Exalt godlineſs in thy family. If once Chriſt be chief in 
thy heart, I am confident he will, to thy utmoſt power, be 
ſo in thy houſe ; that thou art really, which thou art rela- 
tively. Labour that thy children and ſervants: may know: ! 
and ſerve God. Dwell with thy wife “as a man of know+s 
ledge, as * heirs together of the grace of life, that your. 
prayers be not hindered.” 1 Pet. ini. 7. Bring up thy 
4 children in the nurture aud admonition of the Lord, Epheſ. 
vi. 4. Teach thy ſervants their duty to God and their 
0 own ſouls, Conſider theſe are the laws of the righteous 
Gad; and ere long when thou fhalt leave all the dying and 
| lying vanities of this world, thou muſt give an account in 
— the other world how thou haſt obeyed them. God hath 
[ 


committed a great truſt to thee, even the charge of the ſouls. 4 
of ali thy family; and doth not thine heart tremble to think 
of ſoul-blood, of ſoul-murder ! I aſſure thee thou mayeſt be 
| as truly and really guilty of their deaths and Jaranations by : 
ftarving them, as oy poiſuning them. I mean by not in- 
ſtructing, catzchiag and principaling them in the things of 
God, by not prayiny with them, and overſeeing that they 
mind the worſhip ot God, as in making them drunk, and 4 
teaching them to ſteal and ſwear. 1 2 A 
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Tucu wilt not keep a ſervant that knoweth not how to do 


640 


For thy children, doſt thou not know that they are born 
children of wrath, and heirs of hell? And canſt thou be 
quiet till thou ſeeſt in them ſome ſigns and hopes of regene- 


ration, an intereſt in Chriſt, and thereby a right to hea- 


ven ! When thou readeſt of Herod, how he murdered poor 
children, thou condemneſt him ; thou thinkeſt, Ah hard- 


| Hearted Herod ! But doſt not thou do ten thouſand times 
| worle, in murdering the ſouls and bodies of thy dear chil- 
| dren for ever? Ah hard-hearted, ah bloody father! Herod 
Was a man of boweis, a merciful man to thee. Is it any 


wonder to hear, faith one, of that ſhip ſunk, or dathed upon 
a rock, that was put to ſea without card or compals ; nor 


| is it a wonder to hear children ſinking in perdition, who are 


thruſt into the world. which: is a fea of temptations, with- 
out any knowledge of God and their duty. One would 
think every time thou readeſt and heareſt of the extremity 


and eternity of hell's torments, of the multitudes that muſt 


undergo them, of the few even of thoſe within the viſible 


chuich that ſhall be ſaved, and of the difficulty of obtaining 


falvation, that thy loins ſhould tremble, and thy joints 
fmite together ; that thy head, yea heart ſhould ake for fear 
of any of thy dear children ſhould be among thoſe many 


that muſt drink that cup of the Lord's pure wrath ; and 


that thou ſhoul-iſt be reftleſs night and day in wreſtling with 
God, and in inftructing them, in uſing all means to prevent 
their endleſs ruin; ſurely if thou hadft a ſpark of true love 
to thy children, thus it would be with thee, 
And for thy ſervan s, unleſs thou art careful that they 


ſerve the Lord, they are but little beholden io thee for thy 


ſervice ; thou giveſt them ( poſſibly) food and outward things 
convenient, but doſt thou not do as much for thy cattle ? 
Ard is it, thinkeſt thou,fencugh to do no more for th ſe fouls 
which muſt live in unſpeakable pain or pleaſure for ever, 
then for thy Leaſts? If he that provideth not for the bodies 
of his family, be worſe than an infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. ſurely 
he that provideth not for their ſouls is akin to the devil; 
ſay not, they are ſtubborn and will not be taught; haſt thou 


not power in thy hands either to teach them, or turn them 


gut of doors? Let none ferve thee that will not ferve God. 


thy 


9 
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thy work, at leaſt if he will not learn, and then follow it 


* 


with diligence. Now let thy conſcience be judge; is not 


God's work / the pleaſing and glorifying his it. finite Majelty) 


of far greater concernment then thy greateſt and weighteſt 


— 


work ? and dareſt thou keep one that neither knoweth how” 


to do it, nor will learn? Follow the man after God's own . 
heart, Pſal. ci. 2, 9, * I will wa k within my houſe witty 
a perfect heart mine eves ſhal! be upon the faithful in tlie 


land, that they may dwell with me; he that walketh in a 


perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me.” It is {aid of Conſtantine 
(that in this he was truly great) that be would have his 
whole court gathered together, and cauſe the {criptures to bg 
read to them, and inſtruction to be given them from the 
word of God. | | 414 

Beſides, but if thou didft but regard thy own temporal 


good, thou wouldſt inſtruct thy ſervants and children in ſpi- 
ritual things; for they that are unfaithful to their maſter 


and father on earth; they that make no conſcience of their 


duty to God, but rob him of his fervice and worſhip, will f 


never make conſcience of their duty to thee, but if they have 


opportunity, will rob thee of thy time, ſervice and goods. 


Be lure that thou perform family duties, as praying, 


reading, and the like, morning and evening; do not ſerue 
the fleſh and the world all day, and then put God off with _ - 


a few ſleepy petitions at night; the command is, Pray con- 
tinually, 1 Theff. v. 17. Daniel was at it three times a a 


day, Dan. vi. 10. David ſeven times a day, Pial. cxix. 264. 


God's mercies are renewed on the every morning, and ſhould- 


not thy prayers and praiſes be renewed every morning! 
Doth not the preſervation of thy family every night, deſerve 
family acknowledgment in the morn ? Weariſome nizhts are 


appointed to others; the beds of others prove their graves, _ 


thou and thine might have awaken in hell ; doth this diſ- 


tingniſhing mercy deſerve no thanks? Is not thy family 4 


every day liable to many daiigers, both bodily and ſpiritual ? 


Doth it not need pitying, ſanctifying, pardoning, directing, 


preventing mercy every day, nay every moment? And is 
not ail this worth a prayer? Upon no account neglect the 
offering up of theſe, morning and evening {acrifices ; let thy 
prayers, and of the reſt in the family, came up before: the 
BY A | 
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Arden the morning dike incenſe, and the lif ing up of thy 
bande ai tgh a an eyen taciifiee, - 


* 


„ Domot ian, as ſometimes ] have, heard of thee, that thou 


canſt ud ſpare ime for the duties, thy family is great, and 


hon canſt not per them. altogether, thy bufinefs is great, 


|: nd a dite ume ſpent this way may wrong thee; I anſwer 


ihee, 1 TI 
1 Cen thou get all-thytamdy together twice a day to ſet 
reneas for their bodies, and cauſt not thou get them together 
tym c.4 day for ſet meals (family duties) for their fouls? + 
2. Wiha greater or Weightier bufinels caſt thou have, 
Khen tlie working out the ſalvation of thy own, and the fouls 


committed to thy charge; are not-the molt important affairs 
thou canſt poſſibly deal about, but trifles to this? 


3. Was not David's femily greater than thine, and his oe- 


caſions weighticr ; and yet he could find time {thougha king 


ſor family. dutles, Iſal. ci. 9. He and his queen did both 
inſtruct their child in the things of God, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 
Prov. iv. 3. to 10. Prov. xxxi. If thou. art poor, and 
fayeſt thou ſieſt to provide for thy-ſzmily, tell me, haſt thou 
time to cet, and drink, and work, and fleep, and no time 
10 work, out thy ſalvation, to fit thy foul fer death, for judg- 
anent, ſor cternity? If thy houſe were in a flame, thou 
wouldſt not let it burn, and ſay, I have no time to quench 
it: If thy neighbour call thee to ſit, or talk, or dine, or it 
may be to go to the alehouſe with Lim, thou dott net an- 
ſwer him, f muſt provide for my family, 1 have no time: 


but when thy Maker and Preſerver, the bleſſed God, calleth 


upon thee by his ſpirit and word to- be diligent, for the 
anaking thy calling and election ſue, 2 Pet. 1.410, thou muſt 
Provide for thy family, thou haſt no time for this. Fooliſh 
worm, leave off thy vain and curſed pretences, and fet up 


the buſineſs for which thou waſt ſent into the world, even 


the gloriſying and obeying the Lord, or thou ſhalt have 
another manner of anſwer to thy ſimple excuſes from the 


Judge of quick and dead, when for thy want of time to 


terve him in, he thall give thee an eternity to ſuſſer in. 
Have aſpecial care alto. of the ſanctificauon of. the Lord's 
day in thy family; remember the living God commandeth 


and 


Ahe, that thou, thy ſon, thy daughter, thy man- ſervant, 


| 


* 
„ 


| 
| 

| 
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and thy mafd-ſervant, and all within thy gate keep that 
da holy. Do not make the fins of thers thine by thy pat- 


tern or permiſſion ; let not that Queen of days bedefloured or 


prophaned by idleneſs, carthly thoughts, words or actiotis; 


ſpend the Whole time which thou ſpareſt from the public or- 
dinances, in ſecret and private duties, as praying, reading, 


ſinging, catechiſing, taking an account of thy children and 


ſervants, what they know of the myſteries of. Chriſt, and 
particularly what they have learned that day. [Eſteem it a... 
ſpecial privilege, a great mercy, that thou and thine may, 
upon that day, ſequeſter yourſelves wholly from worldly em- 
ployments, and-enjoy.conmunion with the bleſſed God in 
the means of grace. This I ſhall be bold to tell thee, that 


religion, and the ſervice of the moſt high God in thy family, 


dependeth much, yea very much, upon thy obſervation of 
the Lord's day; thou mayeſt expect its increaſe or decreafe 


according to the ſanctification or prophanation of it. In 
the primitive times when the queſtion was, Servaſti Demi ni- 


cum © the anſwer was, Chriſtianus ſum, cmittere non poſſum. 
Thou pretendeſt to be a Chriſtian, make conſcience of every 


minute of that day of Chriſt, Be ſure that thou, and as 


many of thy family as can poſſibly be ſpared, attend with 


all diligence and reverence at the public place of worſhip; 


there God receiveth greateſt praiſes, and there he beſtowetk 


the choiceſt mercies. O bleſies are they that dwe!l in his 
_ houſe, bleſſed are they that wait at Wiſdom's gate, that 


watch at the poſt of her doors,” Prov. viii. In all things 


 ſhew thyſelf a pattern to them that are under thy care and 


charge; the - people committed to thy government, will 
ſooner imitate thy doings then obey thy ſayings. Sin com- 
eth in at firſt by propagation, but is increaſed exceedingly by 


imitation ; thou that haſt thy children and ſervants following 
-thee either to heaven or to hell, haſt need chuſe a right path, 


even the narrow way that leadeth to life. Weigh thy words, 
conſidering that they will learn thy language; avoid thoſe 
ſinful expreſſions of faith and truth (let your yea be yea, and 
nay nay, for whatſoever is more is evil) of repeating others 


oaths, of ſpeaking irreverently of the great God and his word, 


of withing evil to any man ; for the command is, Bleſs them 


that curſe, Matth. v. 44+ let no evil communication proceed 


$7} 


out of thy lips, but let thy ſpeech be ſeaſoned with grace, 
that it may adminiſter good, and be exemplar\ to the hearers. 
Look well to thy works, that they may be agreeable to the 
werd of God. 

In thy religious performances eſpecially manifeſt all reve- 
rence. fervency and ſeriouſneſs, that thy chiſdre: and fer- 


| vants may ſce that thou art in earneſt about ſoul- affairs, about 
* 'eternity-concernments ; thou little knowefſt how profitable 


fuch a pattern may be unto them. Do thy utmoſt, uſe all 
| means commanded thee to ſave thyſelf and thoſe that dwell 
with thee *. e | | 
Be conſident that (ſhortly Chriſt will fay to thee as Ehah to 
David, With whom haſt thou left thoſe few fheep in the 
wilderneſs? What is beeome of the children and ſerv ants 
which I intruſted thee with? Will it be enough thinkeſt thou 


for thee to anſwer, Lord, for my children, I brought them 


up without any charge to the pariſh; or Lord, I bred them 
gentlemen, or put them out to trades, or I left them compe- 
tent eſtates. And for my ſervants, I paid them all their 
wages, gave them their meat and drink, according to my 
agreement with them. When Chriſt ſhall reply, Man, what 
is become of their ſouls which I created capable of the imme- 
diate fruition of my life, which I redeemed with my precious 
blood ? what ſhame will then cover thy face, and what horror 
fill: thy heart, when the blood of their ſouls ſhall be required 
of thee ! Oh therefore let Joſhua's practice and reſolution be 
thine, That thou and thy houſe will ſerve the Lord.“ 
Joſh. xxiv. 15. 

Be careful of getting into a lukewarm ſtate, or dead for- 


mahty. One that was afraid of this, thought it would be 


beſt, in Claſs-Meetings, ſometimes to begin the meeting 
with prayer, and not ſing ; and ſometimes to ſing and not 

to pray; and ſometimes neither to ſing nor pray, but to 
begin with enguiring of the ſtate of their ſouls; and, in the 
concluſion, all to pray that poſſibly can, and to be very ſhort 
and. lively, Thoſe that have been in the way for many 
years, and have been under bondage to the Enemy, and could 


. never | 


Call your family together at a timely. hour, when they are lively, beſore 


y begin to be heavy and sleepy, then devotion will have little if any effect 


— —— ee _ 
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never break through to pray in public, ſhould be encou- 
raged; that by being open, tree, ſimple, loving, an of a 
lamb-like ſpirit, and ftrive to bear with one another's infir- 
mities, and fo fulfil the law »f Chriſt. If there were more 
of this ſpirit cultivated amongſt Chriſtians, 1 believe there 
would not ſo much deadneſs and barrenneſs be evidenced 
amongſt many of them. For inſtance, there was a woman 
lately of Leeds, who paid a viſit to a neighbouring town; 


and I believe her a ſervant of God, ſhe being of an open, 


free, ſimple, and loving ſpirit : Being at tea with five or fix 
women, one of whom had been in the way twenty-tour 
years, and never had prayed in public in all her life ; yet, 
through the ſimplicity and perſuaſion of this woman, they 
all went to prayer; and the power of God was felt among 
them, and they were all greatly bleſſed. I ſuppoſe none of 
them had ever prayed in public before! O that there was 
more of this loving ſpirit evidenced amongſt us! The fruits 
of it would foon be ſeen. e | 

What need then is there to be always ready, ſeeing that 


Death is making ſuch havock in the earth It is 


ſuppoſed, by the beſt computations, that, in one year, there 
dies thirty millions of people !—in one day, 82, 133 !—and, 
in one hour, 3,422 |—in the world, one day with another, 
commonly |—— Then what muſt there du now at pretgnt, 
by peſtilence and ſword ! ! | ; 28 

Let Religion be in your families, not as a matter by the bye, 


but the ſtanding buſineſs of the houſe: let them have your 
prayers as duly as their meals. Is there any of your fami ies 


but have time for their taking food? Wretched man! Canſt 


thou not find time to pray in? 

Settle it in your hearts, that your ſouls are bound up in 
the fouls of your family; they are committed unto you, and 
if they be loſt through your neglect, they will be required at 
your hands, Brethren, if you do not, yuu.ihall know, that 
the charge of ſouls is a heavy charge, and that the blood of 


ſou's is a heavy guilt. O man! haſt thou a charge of ſouls 
to anſwer for, and doſt thou not yet beſtir thyſelt tor them, 
that their blood be not found in thy ſkirts? Witt thou do no 


more ivr unmortal {fouls than thou wouldſt do for the 2 
[OY 5 8 that: 


to be minded at leiſure, when the world will give you leave, 


© 


that do reſpec} and value us, is what every one can do; but 
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that periſh ? What doſt thou do for thy children and ſer- 


vants? Thou provideſt meat and drink tor them, agreeable 
to their nature; and doſt thou not the ſame for thy beaſts ? 
Thou giveſt them medicines, and elieriſneſt them when they 
be ſick ; and doſt thou not the ſame for thy ſwine ? | 
Take the firſt opportunity, when God gives a fit ſcaſon far any 
duty. Let not Satan beguile you, by telling you of another 
or better time, It may be, thou haſt a purpoſe to reprove 
thy brother for his fin ; but how long wilt thou be purpoſing ? 
Now God gives thee an opportunity; it may be, thy back- 
ward heart faith, nt now, but another time, and ſo puts it off 
till he or thyſelf be removed, and he is hardened ; then, at 
leaſt, thou art guilty of the fin that he commits in the mean 
while, becauſe thou ha/t not done thy duty to prevent it. It is 
in thine heart to deal with thine unconverted friend or neigh- 


bour about his ſpiritual ſtate ; but it may be, while thou art 


delaying, Death comes ard ſnatches him away in his ſins, 
or takes thee off, and ſo farewell for ever to any opportunity 


of doing the ſoul of % brother any good. How often are 


the cloſet-duties hindered, or miſerably diſturbed, for want 


ol care to lay hold on the firſt opportunity? We think ano- 


ther hour in the day may do as well, but then one thing or 
another unexpectedly falls in, fo that nothing is done to pur- 
poſe; therefore, beware of this cheat. A man can ſcarce 
peep into the world, but one briar or thorn, or other, will 


catch him; therefore, take opportunity by the foretop.— 
Our Saviour would take his ſeaſon for prayer before day, 


when his other work was preſſing.— Mark i. 35. 


2 What do ye more than others? | 
* Wherein ſhould Chiiſtians be ſingular in their 


obedience ? or, What may and muſt they do more than others ? 


 Anſw. Take the anſwer of theſe four following Rules, 
containing the character and compaſs of a Chriſtian. 
Rule I. Heart;ly to love them that flight you, and to wiſh 
and ſeek the good of thoſe that hate you, and ſeek to hurt you : 
this is the very thing urged in the text, It you ſalute your: 
brethren only, and love them that love you, do not even 
the Publicans the ſame ? Matth. v. 44, 46. To love them 


10 
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$64.20, 
to love them that think meanly on us, and have prejudics 
and hard thoughts againſt us, and to ſpeak well of them that 
ſpeak evil of us (as the ſweet-ſpirited Calvin.) [Let Luther 
call] me dog or devil, I will ſay of him nevertheleſs, he is a 
precious ſervant of Chriſt Jeſus.] This is to do more than 
others. I hus the Martyr Cranmer, of whom it was a Proverb, 
© Do the Biſhop of Canterbury a diſpleaſure, and you ſhall 
ever have him your friend.” Thus that holy man, in his 
much to be lamented parting words, „I had never any 
greater pleaſure in all my life, than to forget and forgive in- 
juries, and to ſhew kindneſs to them that ſought evil to me.“ 
Study who have offended and diſobliged you, and {lighted you, 
and keep up good thoughts of them, (if the cauſe will bear it) 
and ſpeak nothing but good ot them, and think what king-- 
neſs you may ſhew them. Pray for them, wiſh well for 
them, 1o ſhall you be the children of your Father which is 
in heaven, Matth. v. 45, 
Rule II. To jwim againſi the flream of the multitude. T he 
dead fiſh will iwim with, but the living againſt the ſtream. 
Many will turn Jews when their intereſt will carry it in the 
world; when religion is in faſhion, every one will be i; it, 
but to bear head againſt the current of the times, and to be 
for ſtrict godlineſs in all your ways, when the ſtream runs 
quite againſt it, to bear it down, and to reſolve as David did, 
to be yet more vile, this is to be and to do more than others. 
The Samaritans will needs be Jews when Alexander fa- 
vours and helps them, but when Antiochus bloodily rages 
againſt them (as in the ume of the Maccabees) then they 
will be none of the kin, but pretend themſelves to be of 
another ſtock, (which by the way was the reaſon of the dead- 
ly hatred afterwards between the Jews and them} but to be 
ſingular in your good choice and reſolutions, with Joſhua, 
though all ſhould vote againit you with one conſent; and 
with Noah, to be perfect in our generations, when ever ſo 
aduiterous, and ro walk with God wher, all fleſh have car- 
rupted their way, and tread a contrary courſe; this is to do 
more than others. Thus the three children, or father three 
champions, who would not tear the flouts of the multitude, 
nor the trowns of the greater ones, nor the charge of ſingu- 
larity, but when all the priuces, governors, captains, coun» 
7 N ſellors, 
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| 
j fellors, fheriffs, and all the people, nations, and languages, 
{ fell down and worſhipped, they flood by themſelves, and 
would not ſinfujly comply, Dan. iii. 3, 7, 18. 
1 Rule III. To take more care of that which is moſt out of fg bi. 
|| A chriſtan's eye is much on the things leaft ſeen ; firſt upon 
ais heart, herein he doth exceed the righteouſneſs of the Pha- 
| Tilees, whoſe great care was to keep all fair and clean that-came 
to view, but looked no further: make great conſcience of 
|| your carriage in ſecret, and let your main guard be upon your 
hearts, and this will he more than others reach to. This 
| was Paul's care, to keep his conſcience, his inſide, clean 
= and undefiled, Acts xxiv. 16. and Job's care, that though 
all the world did reproach him, he might not put a reproach 
in the mouth of his conſcience, Job xxvii. 6. and David's 
care, that his heart might be clean.. Secondly, on his hope, 
Qttiers look to the things ſeen, things in hand; but the true 
bel:ever eyes his hopes, walks by faith, not by ſight, and 
lives a quite different life from any others in the world 
beſides ; as living upon the hopes of heaven doth differ from 
living on the pleaſures, profits, and honours of the world. 
Rule IV. To be 7 8 to athers feelings, and very ſevere to 
our own, The noble Roman Cato could more eaſily forgive 
any than himſelf, To aggravate our own evils, and ſo have 
an excuſe ready for our brother's, and to cenſure our- 
| ſelves freely, and to come with the mantle behind us to 
cover our brother, this is to do more than others, The 
hypocrite is a cenſor abroad; he is like the eye that can ſee 
any thing but itſelf ; he can diſcern a moat in his brother's 
eye,. but not a beam in his own. But the ſervant of God 
rebukes others with meekneſs, but he falls out eaſily and 


bitterly with himſelf. 


But ah how blind! how weak we. are! 
How frail! how apt to turr aside! 
Lon we depend upon thy care, 
And ask thy spirit for our guide. 


© Thy fair example may we trace, 
To teach us what we ought to be; 
** Make us by thy transforming grace, 


Dear Saviour daily more like thee,” 


How | 
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How bemutifol would it be if a religious family word 
make n agreement every morning, that if any one in the 
family ſaw another do any thing wrong, either in walking: 
or talking, that 1s, either in word or deed; | ſay for a ta- 
mily, or even any ſociety, to make this agreement. one with 
another not to be offended, but all to be done in à ſpirit” 
of love, what —.— (pe&ion it wou'd ' cauſe, for I find a 
wiſh ia my mind hat any body would tell me when rex 
ſee me doing any thing that is-likely-to be diſpleaſing to God: 
or hurtful to my fellow-creatures: 

Tlere is one thins more. | could wiſh to obſerve, that is, 
how many thouſands of fam lies there are that will fir down 
to a rich meal, and eat and drink, and never aſk God's 
dleſſing upon it !- Shocking to think of. —— Again, how 
many there are that will aſk a bleſſing when they are going 
to rece.ve. it, but atter will rife from the table without eder 
returning thanks- at all! How ſinſul and diſpleaſing muſt 
this be to God !' For there muſt be a greater call for thanks - 
fulneſs when we have received a bleſſing, than when we. 
| have not. remember à perſon in Leeds ſaying, If he 
ſhould happen to put a taſte of bread in his mouth unthink- 
ing, he bas pur it out again, till he aſked. the Lord's ble, 
firg upon it. 
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IT has been found, by various and long experience, that: 
meetings for Chriſtian fellowſhip are the beſt*cement of rei- 
gicus ſociety, and have the. iappicſt rendency to promote as 
right underſtanding, and preferve a pure affection among alt!“ 
its members. Where the leader is property qualified, and 
where the people are lively, ſimple, and open, the utitity f 
theſo meetings is- found to excecd every thing -whieh has: 
been advanced in their favour. It is not the limits of a ſ Mull!“ 
treatiſe, but a life of experience, thatcan atlequatery 2Cquaint : 3 
us With all their excellence and worth. Onthe other hand, 
it muſt bs ack::owledgeed, that where the poople ute wamirg «4 
in prety, ſimplicity, and freedom, ihe true end of theſe wibiat : 2 
means is wholly ſubverted, and the devetien rendered Bh, 
| 15 tedious; 2 


their remedies. - 


E 


tedious and un profitable. I ſhall therefore endeavour to 
point cut the principal of theſe defects, and to preicribe 


1. The Leader ſhould be a mM of mature and ſound 


experience, and a ſtrict obſerver of the work of God upon 
his own ſoul, He ſhould be well acquainted with all the 
Ways in which the Lord is pleaſed to lead and try his pen ple, 


and with the various effects of grace upon men of different 
habits and diſpoſitiens. He ſhou!d aiſo be well acquainted 
with human nature, both in a moral and religious view; 
with the devices of Satan, and the artful inſinuatiotis of 


carnal men, He that would ſhew others the way to heaven 
. muſt be thoroughly acquainted with it himſelf, A maturity 
of wiſdom and judgment is requiſite in the ſpiritual marimer, 


who is charged to pilot the ineſtimable foul through the 


| , Waves, and ſtorms, the rocks and ſhoals f life, where many 


have ſunk or ſplit, = 
On the ſubject of coming c!oſe and ſearching the heart, 


ve have an excellent Fragment, by the late Mr C. PER“ 


RONET. which is recommended by the Rev. Mr WESLEY. 


lt here follows in hs own words :— | 


„lt is the duty of Leaders,” faith he, 1. To enquire 
whether they now believe? Now enjoy the life of God f— 


Whether they grow herein or decay? If they decay, What is 


the cauſe, and what the cure? 2. Whether th aim at 
being wwhe!ly devited to God, cr would keep ſomething back ? 


Whether zhey lee God's hand in all that betals them ? And 
how they bear what he lays upon them? 3. Whether 7hey | 


take up their croſs dauy? Reſiſt the bent of nature? Oppoſe 


ſelt-love in all its hidden forms, and diſcover it through ail 
its diſguiſes? 4. Whether they humble themſelves in every 


thing? Are willing to be blamed and deſpiſed for well- 


doing? Account it the greateſt honour that Chriſt appoints 
them to walk with himfelr, in the paths that are peculrarly 
his ewn? To examine cloſely whether they are willing 0. 
drink of his cup, and to be bapiized with his baptiſm? 5. 
Whether they can cordially love thoie that deſpitefully uſe 
and perſecute them? Juſtify the ways of God in thus deal- 
og wah them? And, in all tey ſuffer, ſeek the nee 
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of inward idolatry and impatience ? How they conquer ſelf- 


will, in all its ſpititual forma? See through all 1s diſguiſes, 
ſeeking itſelf, when it pretends ro ſeek nothing bui the glory 
of God ? 6. Whether they are ſimple, open, tree, and 


- without reſerve in ſpeaking? And ſee it their duty and privi- 
lege lo to be? 7. o enquire concerning prayer, the anſ- 
wers to prayer, faith in Chriſt, diſtruſt of drag, con- 


ſcioulnels of their own vileneſs and nothingneſs? 8. How 


they mprove their talents ? What zeal they have for doing 


good in all they do, or ſuffer, or receive from God? Whe- 


ther they live above it, making Chriſt their all, and offering 
up to God nothing for acceptance, but his life and death ? 


—<9.. Whether they have a clear, full, abiding canviction, 
thar, without inward, complete, univerſal holineſs, no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord? Thar Chriſt vas ſacrificed for us, that 


we might be a whole burnt-facrifice to God; and that hav- 


ing received the Lord ſeſus Chrift will profit us nothing, 


unleis we fReaaily and uniformly walk in him.“ * 


As this is a 7uty to which I am atraid not more than one 
half of our Leaders are equal; and as the experience of an 
individual will moſtly be inadequate to enabie him to judge 
and adviſe in the numerous caſes of a wh«ie claſs, he hould, 


by reading the Lives of good men, acquaint himſelf with... 


experience in general. The ARMiNIAN, or, more 1 operdy, 
tie MEryopisr MAGazINE, is admirably adapted to tur- 
niſh the mind with this kind »f knowledge. After he is 


weil informed concerning theie writings, he may ſafely pro- $i 


ceed to the experience of Chriſtians of other denominations, 
and e capable to judge of their comparative merit. in 


reading Chriſtian expert ence, he ſhould particularly remark. 
their diſtreſie., trials, and temptations, and the manner of 


their deliverance; where they erred, and where they are 
worthy of witation. But eſpecially he ſhould be converſant 
in the HoLy SCRIPTUREs. The-precepts, promiſes, threa- 


| tenings, and the occaſions on Which they were given, he 


ſhould clearly underſtand, and fanuliarly remember. Be 
will then eomfort according to the uznels of he Goſpel, or 
caution with prudence and avthoriyt. He will reſtore he 
® | 4 fallen | 

* Arminian Magazine, Vol. i iv. page 60. 4 
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fallen, bruck the irnorant, and ſtrenꝑtwen the weak. He 
will confider the claſs as his ſpiritual family, and next to 
their immediate paſtors be their dearef} friend on earth. 


the life and love of God in our heart, is a poor and eh pty 


thing, As it is the nature and defign af Chriftianity to 


purify the ſoul from. ſin, and reſtore it to the image and 
favour of its Maker, we ſhould on no account fail ſhort of 
the hope of our calling. The gain of the whole world is 


Inſufficient to compenſate for the loſs of one ſmile from our. 
| Heaveniy. Father. Whatever company or affairs we are 
engaged with, we ſhould he careful to maintain communion, 
with God; that we may rejotes evermord, pray without ceaſin g, 
and in every thing give than; that he great law of the W 


"Covenant may be written on our hearts, Tull be your God,. 
bnd ye ſhall be my people. - | 
'T hoſe who live, or ee Sur to live in this happy gate, 


have always ſom-thing to ſpeak in their olaſs which is ani- 

"mating and inſtructive, and the people hang upon their lips 
bor edification and comfort. By living in the Divine pre 

4 4 | ence they acquire a calmnefs. and comporure m which 
raiſes them above the fear of man, and above the henry and 
futter which the timi@ often find in ſpeaking. hey relate 
mme bleſſed opportunities they have had in public or private 
* ; *devotion, their temptations and trials, their #lrs and com- 
= -forts, with ali that eafe and freedom which mark a humble 
dad devoted mind. They never make the meeting techous . 
and dull by a repetition of the ſame things trom week o 
#3 Wes: by ufing little elſe than common- place terms, or 
affe ng the ſtile and manner of others. Todo fo.'s ſure to 


f 4 produce an unpleafant effect, aud indicates the ſoul to be in 


2 ſlothful and lukewarm ; or, that what we fay is not our 
on, but borrowed: from others. Their experience is al- 
= ways intereftings. original, and hew ; becauſe it is impoſſible. 

EZ thai the: Lord ſhould forget them for a whole week, or even 


5 for a ſingle moment; and the reputation and reſpect they 


1 acquire among their brethren, s "thas of Fathers and Ws | 


| | in the church of God, * 
_ e = Wh IVI 


II. k is requiſite allo, that the people be open, lively, and 
uffectionate. And indeed, & prefeſhion of religion, without 


F Ay *. 
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